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Bryant, Arthur Triumph the reads overall like pleasing and interesting 
Doubleday. Nov. 438p. $6.95. (Ila) narrative and does because its skilled construction. 
This the second volume work Arthur Bryant The meat mostly the day-to-day comments which 
based upon the war-time diaries Lord Alanbrooke, wrote each evening they were daily notes 
(from 1943 the summer 1945), who, during that his wife. When these are not fully understandable, 
period was chief the Imperial General Staff Great they are supplemented the insertion fuller ex- 
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planations quoted from later writing Alanbrooke 
himself. Also, notably the beginning each chap- 
ter, Arthur Bryant has prepared generalized material 
setting forth the situation which Alanbrooke was 
living and working and thinking the time involved. 
times, this material supplemented other evi- 
dence taken from already published books various 
commanders and historians. Frequently has been 
suitable identify persons more fully than the mere 
names appearing the diary entries, and this has been 
discreetly done footnote form. The result read- 
able book for persons particularly interested 
period military history, and indeed essential book 
for such, well useful book for historians this 
century. 


The data cannot said entirely complete, be- 
cause much the diary material has been omitted 
containing confidential things official nature. This 
selectiveness has not extended, however, the elimi- 
nation items laudatory critical some the per- 
sons mentioned. collection excerpts that goes 
far include the catching 206 trout Canadian 
waters one day, and the killing 312 pheasants 
day Britain, cannot said have been pared 
down bare essentials. Consequently, the reader will 
run through great deal interesting personal items 
set down man who attended the major inter-allied 
conferences Hitler’s War and associated more 
less familiar terms with the great figures, semi- 
official and social, well official terms. This leads 
the diarist write and the editor-author retain many 


things the way commentary such figures. And 
thus, course, there has recently been stir resulting 
from the prior publication this volume England, 
notably over critical remarks concerning General Eisen- 


hower. Him Alanbrooke apparently considered 
man with great administrative ability and coopera- 
tive and coordinating temperament great value, “easy 
deal with” and “never scheming pulling strings” 
inter-allied military effort, but also man 
outlook.” General Bradley suggested overall 
commander ground forces Europe but strangely 
considered him have consciousness supply fac- 
tors—a judgment that Bradley’s supply staff would not 
accept. Montgomery thought extremely capable, 
but very hard get with, and one criticism 
Eisenhower was that did “not know how handle 
Monty.” 

Strangest all things find constant unfavorable 
comments Winston Churchill, the great leader 
whom Alanbrooke obviously admired very, very much 
indeed such, but considered erratic his strategy, 
difficult draw from his many 
points, incapable get down details times, and 
unwilling even listen pay attention full analy- 
sis problem. 

So, spite the other comments American staff’s 
rigidity and “shortsightedness and incompetence” 
occasion, this cannot taken outrightly anti- 
record passing thoughts high staff officer some- 
times far from the actual facts and not yet fully in- 
formed when expressing personal opinion his wife 
day-today communication. The present reviewer can 


cite chapter and verse from field experience the spot 
contradict Alanbrook’s statements the situation 
and even the course events and their significance 
during the period just prior and during the battle 
the Ardennes December 1944. But these are 
matters contemporaneous snapshot thought and can- 
not expected accurate well-considered. The 
question arises whether they should have been left 
the text printed. And the same question, 
course, arises should now published that one 
moment Alanbrooke wished the Prime Minister “would 
come home and get under control.” However, they are 
the things which attract attention and sell books—and 
the sober historian can overlook them. 


This however the large—and spite the 
sions which are warned—an important contribu- 
tion the record the course thinking high 
levels important planning during the war. Two 
its most interesting revelations are concerning (1) the 
occasional and not widely known illnesses Churchill 
during critical periods; and (2) the willingness the 
top British staff suggest Bradley inter-allied ground 
commander time when was thought that British 
criticism Eisenhower was simply means trying 
promote Montgomery that place. How large 
glass vodka Stalin could down immaterial. With 
without detailed knowledge operations—a slight 
knowledge will do—a reader can get here interesting 
hours revelation how one man saw the war. 


Col. Elbridge Colby, 
Washington, D.C. 


Bowles, Chester 
The Coming Political Breakthrough 
Harper. Nov. 11,1959. 209p. $3.75. (Ila) 


Now that too many elections have been reduced 
popularity contests and campaigns between father 
images and uncle images, hardly anybody ever thinks 
about issues, much less discusses them. Issues have be- 
come old-hat, irrelevant. the face this irrational 
mood, Congressman Bowles, leading Democratic 
party theoretician, says bluntly that issues, not person- 
alities, will decide the 1960 presidential election. 


Bowles’ book based cyclic theory American 
politics: that each exciting, creative era government 
springs from general consensus that new and different 
problems exist that must solved new and different 
ways. The mantle leadership falls the party 
with the vision recognize this consensus and provide 
what demands. 


After each breakthrough, (Bowles cites the administra- 
tions Jefferson, Lincoln, FDR), there period 
consolidation and breathcatching which party differ- 
ences become blurred and elections decided per- 
This era mediocrity continues until 
desperate need solve new problems creates new 
consensus, and the nation again ready for bold, 
imaginative leadership. This, writes Bowles, the 
anxious moment have now reached. 

The major portion his book devoted outlining, 
brilliantly lucid prose, what believes this 
Secretary the Treasury Commerce, (Bowles ex- 
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OPA administrator and director Economic Stabiliza- 
tion), especially concerned with the economic 
growth vital recession-less prosperity home and 
aid backward economies abroad. His 
attack the restrictionist, “tight money” policies 
the Eisenhower administration calm, cool and devas- 
tating. But every area, from education and civil 
rights and urban redevelopment foreign policy, 
Bowles offers broad programs believes the majority 
Americans are willing and anxious support. 


Most liberals both parties will read this book 
glow. Bowles’ program for economic growth, fact, 
very close the recommendations the Rockefeller 
Brothers Report, fully supported the Republican 
governor New York. Bowles, early Kennedy Sup- 
porter, concedes that liberal Republican, like Rocke- 
feller, could lead this emerging consensus, but wonders 
out loud could strong enough overcome 
deeply entrenched conservatives his own party, much 
less break the bipartisan conservative stranglehold 
Congress. 


would marvelous such book could set the tone 
debate for the coming campaign. not, and Bowles’ 
idea restless people weary timid leadership 
correct, the author may have the satisfaction seeing 
the party which fails debate the issues thoroughly 


demolished. 
James Arnold, 
Marquette University, 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


Ryan, Cornelius The Longest Day: D-Day 
Simon and Schuster. Nov. 350p. $4.95 
Lt. General James Gavin 82nd Airborne fame 
has this say about Cornelius Ryan’s latest book The 
Longest Day: “If you have read all the accounts about 
D-Day none them, you were the fighting 
the sidelines, you will spellbound, was, 
this magnificent telling glorious and tragic story.” 
This reviewer was chaplain not the fighting, but 
the sidelines, hopping from Belfast Scuthport 
Portsmouth St. Germain, and, literally, The Longest 
Day held him utterly spellbound. 


the story D-Day, the story the largest and 
most heroic continental invasion all time. The man- 
ner the story matches the epic nature the subject, 
the story the hours that preceded and followed 
H-Hour D-Day. not military history but the 
story people: the men the Allied Forces, the 
enemy they fought and the civilians who were caught 
the confusion the battle. the fruit one 
the most extensive pieces research ever under- 
taken for work this kind. 


the course the past ten years, Cornelius Ryan 
studied all the relevant published papers, British, 
American and German. The author gained access 
trove captured German documents, many 
declassified for the first time for this book. These in- 
clude the war diaries Runstedt and Rommel well 
German operations logs and messages. After sifting 
and evaluating the written material, Ryan set out 
track down D-Day survivors. official records had 
kept either side and was necessary place 


323 


ads many periodicals both here and abroad. Ger- 
many alone more than 250 newspapers and magazines 
were covered. Three thousand men answered. Seven 
hundred them personally interviewed. The Longest 
Day the breathtaking narrative which weaves these 
experiences together. 

Ryan tells most dramatic story; but none the drama 
his lending, all factual yesterday’s rain. 
Not word has written adds the story, nor de- 
tracts. all D-Day, truly tremendous day his- 
tory. And Ryan writes with such confident knowledge 
and hair-line precision make the reader suspect 
that Ryan had been the “know” with the com- 
batants both sides. And all this before, during, and 
after D-Day. 

masterly the author’s work that Lt. General Frede- 
rick Morgan, Eisenhower’s Assistant Chief Staff and 
the man who did the initial planning the invasion, 
calls the book presentation living history, 
masterpiece.” 

Maybe not too much say that book like this 
comes along once decades. Everybody should read 
it. From time time everybody should read again. 

Meighan, C.SS.R., 
New York, New York 


Scharper, Philip (Editor) 
American Catholics: Protestant-Jewish View 
Sheed and Ward. Nov. 25,1959. 235p. $3.75. 


The publishing firm Sheed and Ward has done 
religion America, and the Catholic religion par- 
ticular, considerable service persuading six promi- 
nent representatives the Protestant and Jewish faiths 
give their impressions the image Catholicism 
this country. Because the image the Church pri- 
marily that religious organization, matters 
religion that Catholics principally differ from non- 
Catholics. man, these Protestants and Jews are 
convinced that reconciliation the essential beliefs 
presently beyond hope: the hand God alone can 
bring religious uniformity. Moreover, their argu- 
ment thet recent proclamations dogma, such that 
the Assumption Our Blessed Mother, only wid- 
ened the chasm separating American non-Catholics 
from Rome. Mr. Robert McAfee Brown, prominent 
Protestant clergyman, editor, and author, who con- 
tributes the longest essay this volume, describes the 
diversity Protestant and Catholic doctrines this 
way: “The cleavages remain deep, deep that can 
see possibility for Protestantism and Catholicism 
come into organic relationship with one another. The 
Catholic terms reunion would Protestants 
denial not only their heritage but also their gospel. 
The Protestant terms reunion would Catholics 
repudiation teachings which they are irrevocably 
committed. cannot assumed that either group 
going accept the terms the other.” 


All the contributors this volume impress for their 
sincerity and for their humility. They are all dedicated 
God, convinced that their paths lead Him. The 
four Protestant contributors are Mr. Stringfellow Barr, 
Professor Humanities Rutgers University, who was 
for several years President St. John’s College An- 
napolis; Mr. Robert McAfee Brown, Professor Union 
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Theological Seminary currently sabbatical leave, 
who writing study tentatively entitled The Spirit 
Protestantism; Mr. Martin Marty, Associate Editor 
The Christian Century and active the Lutheran 
ministry suburban Chicago; and Mr. Allyn Robin- 
son, Director the New York Area the National 
Conference Christians and Jews, famous the 
founder and first director the Raleigh Institute 
Religion. The Jewish faith represented Mr. 
Arthur Cohen, President Meridian Books, Inc., 
and Rabbi Arthur Gilbert B’nai B’rith’s Anti- 
Defamation League. Both men have written extensive- 
Judaism. Finally, “Postscript” the essays 
the non-Catholics, Father Gustave Weigel, 
College, expresses gratitude for the help 
ought find the foregoing constructive 
and charitable criticism. 


Although there appears impossible religious 
obstacle separating Catholics from other Americans 
who believe God, all the writers insist that Catholics 
and non-Catholics would profit greatly from in- 
creased discussion among members the several faiths. 
Heretofore, the Catholic America has hesitated 
engage such discussions, perhaps, they suggest, be- 
cause convinced that truth singular, and that 
possessing there would profit for himself 
such dialogue. perhaps hesitates because his 
very participation such discussions would tend 
suggest that his religion can indeed improved upon 
else that his participation would bring Catholicism 
the level, inferior according his belief, the many 
other religions. Most the contributors this volume 
believe that long last there reason hope that 
Catholics are finally willing participate vast con- 
versation about God’s relationship man, especially 
man democratic society. 


addition their observations spiritual matters, 
these non-Catholics also investigate the cultural and 
social images the Church. The spirit their criti- 
cism invariably courteous, even generous. less 
impressive their familiarity with the writings 
American Catholic theologians and with Catholic peri- 
odicals. remarkable how consistently they recog- 
nize Jesuit writers and the Commonweal magazine 
the most liberal, knowledgeable, and sympathetic voices 
American Catholicism. There are questions about 
the improved social, financial, and even political posi- 
tion Catholics America and the responsibilities 
which these changes create; about the success Cath- 
olic institutions learning (why are very many 
prominent American Catholic apologists either con- 
verts the faith else educated abroad?); about the 
implications the silence maintained the officials 
the Church concerning the restrictions suffered 
non-Catholic missioners Argentina Colombia; 
about the unwillingness inability lay Catholics 
represent the Church religious discussions; about the 
appearance aloofness superiority maintained 
the Catholic clergy (“The Roman Catholic priesthood 
remains the most unaccessible group clergy the 
United States”); about the conflicting statements issued 
Catholic bishops, particularly connection with the 
Church’s position country that predominantly 
Catholic (here the concern linked with the fear that 
Catholic high office will split his allegiance be- 


tween Rome and Washington); about the appearance 
pride that Protestants associate with the Catholic’s 
insistence that alone has access truth and that 
even conversation about religion with non-believer 
undignified. Such are the questions repeatedly in- 
troduced and discussed forthright, considerate 
fashion. Thinking Americans, concerned with the 
diversive forces scattering many flocks, will find Ameri- 
can Catholics: Protestant-Jewish View searching 
and provocative inquiry into the cultural, religious, and 
social images the Church the United States. 

Joseph Wolff, 

Loyola University, 

Chicago, Illinois 


Ruggles, Eleanor The West-Going Heart 
Norton. Nov. 10,1959. 448p. $5.95. (Ila) 


Miss Ruggles’ biography Vachel Lindsay wonder- 
fully expert piece work. The first chapter can 
skipped—in fact, the reader might well advised 
skip because sprawilng and diffuse and not 
well coordinated with the life the poet. Then the 
book picks momentum, has few moments emp- 
tiness while Lindsay gropes for recognition, then sweeps 
its tragic conclusion. The tragedy foreshadowed 
too noticeably and there too much ominousness 
the course the biography, but the last few chapters 
the whole work suddenly clarified and the end 
most dramatic. Miss Ruggles has taken huge mass 
material and made into lucid, revealing narrative. 


the biographer, Vachel Lindsay interesting but 
not easy subject. Actually, there were only about 
eight years during which had the overwhelming 
acclaim that his personality required—the years from 
1913, when was thirty-three, 1921. Before 1913 
suffered the frustration not achieving the things 
felt capable and not winning the recognition 
which desired but professed disdain. After 1921 
could not help noticing and resenting sharp disson- 
ances the choru sof praise. had need for 
ceptance and affection—a need which natural 
many personalities but which was acute Lindsay and 
was complicated the illness his later years; 
had epilepsy, apparently induced the scar tissue 
resulting from operation. Always subject alter- 
nate moods optimsim and dejection, seemed 
his last years almost the extremes manic and 
depressive stages. Yet his friends always saw him 
the great, lovable, earnest idealist that was, the man 
whose seeking for affection corresponded 
pouring love that became dried and bitter only 
when disease had nearly consumed him. 


all here his early Coleridgean ebullience 
huge promsies and meager fulfilments, the surprised 
but happy acceptance fame, the 
ever recognize certain exigencies the human 
dition. Lindsay was sure his message Milton 
was his, and waited patiently for his talent 
mature; but Milton’s father was affluent, Lindsay’s was 
not. Lindsay continually promised something 
about earning living but was very slow carry- 
ing out his promise. his life magnified his finan- 
cial resources and minimized his liabilities, accepting 
benefactions with easy, profuse, and sincere grati- 


blame 
his 
hir 
sense 

ments 
had 
man 
Linds: 
has 
but 
ing 
Robin: 
activit 
most 
not 
pieces. 
wilder 
and 


Ellma: 
Oxford. 


Mary 


for out 
writers 


torical 


sity 
seven 
puts 
shame. 

Givens, 
Criticis: 
proach 

raphy 
year, 
Kenner’ 
Richard 
Reputat 
Jame 
(1958), 
(1958); 
James 
and 
James 
Some 
influe 
has 


ELLERS 


arance 
holic’s 
that 
eliever 
in- 
derate 
the 
rching 
is, and 


Heart 


onder- 
sed 
not 
the 
emp- 
dowed 
end 
nass 


but 
about 
elming 
from 
1913 
things 
1921 
disson- 
for 
iral 
and 
tissue 
alter- 
ned 
and 
him 
man 
out- 
only 


nce 
rprised 
Milton 
lent 

carry- 
cepting 
grati- 


DECEMBER 15, 1959 


tude that dwindled into oblivion. Yet nobody would 
blame him. The cast his mind actually precluded 
his being other than was and, was, inspired 
profound love the hearts those who were close 
him. And Lindsay was good man, the simple 
sense which that term used those whose judg- 
ments are valid their vocabularies are poor. 
had instinctive love the best moral qualities 
man and lived his ideals. 

difficult for this age recognize the impact that 
Lindsay had the second decade our century. 
has been outlived and outranked his contemporaries, 
but Miss Ruggles points out William Lyon Phelps’ 
ing Lindsay among our first five poets, along with 
Robinson, Frost, Stephen Vincent Benet, and Millay. 
had real talent and some glorious insights into hu- 
manity and its course. spent himself external 
activity during the years when should have been 
most productive; but then, perhaps, simply could 
not have increased the small number his first-rate 
pieces. any rate ,his whole story conflict and be- 
wilderment and great, innocent, boyish love people 
and life well worth reading; itself, this one 
biography offers our view important facet twen- 


America. 
tieth-century William Hill, S.J. 


Richard James Joyce 
Oxford. Oct. 22,1959. 842p. $12.50. 

Mary Colum remarked few years ago, shortly be- 
her death, that Ireland very difficult country 
for outsiders understand and that all the Irish 
writers who elude the outsider James Joyce the most 
dificult because the complexity influences—his- 
torical and contemporary—that formed his mind. 


Richard Ellmann, outsider and Northwestern Univer- 
sity professor English, began his work Joyce about 
seven years ago, and has come forth with tome that 
puts Herbert Gorman’s earlier biography (1940) 
shame. During the past eleven years, the need became 
apparent that definitive biography was due. Sean 
Givens, 1948, edited James Joyce: Two Decades 
Criticism; 1950, Tindall brought out James 
His Way Interpreting the Modern World; 
Strong published The Sacred River, Ap- 
proach James Joyce, 1951; two years later, John 
Slocum and Herbert Cahoon presented 
raphy James Joyce. From 1956 until the present 
year, least two books annually have appeared: Hugh 
Kenner’s Dublin’s Joyce (1956), Marvin Magalaner and 
Richard Kain’s Joyce the Man, the Work, and the 
Reputation (1956); Stuart Gilbert’s edition Letters 
James Joyce (1957), William Noon’s Joyce and 
Aquinas (1957); Stanislaus Joyce’s Brother’s Keeper 
(1958), Mary and Padraic Colum’s Our Friend James 
Joyce (1958), Kevin Sullivan’s Joyce Among the Jesuits 
(1958); Mitchell Morse’s The Sympathetic Alien: 
James Joyce and Catholicism (1959), Ellsworth Mason 
and Richard Ellmann’s edition The Critical Writings 
James Joyce (1959). 

Some these books tried make clear the complexity 
influences that make the enigma Joyce, with 
varying degrees success and failure, but none them 
has attempted the herculean task composing biog- 
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raphy that would sift the accurate from the inaccurate 
appraisals already published with judicious fitting-in 
hitherto unpublished material. Despite some minor 
demurrers such Joycean interpreters William 
Tindall and John Francis Byrne, even the most jaun- 
diced critic must concede that Professor Ellmann’s book 
major biographical triumph. Whether “de- 
finitive” not question for future 


Certainly, the followers the Joyce coterie 
sess this book for love-money-theft-murder-etcetera. 
The non-followers, the readers who prefer biographies 
men who have accomplished much, dared insanely, 
and won desperately, though paradoxically their defeat 
was rife, will legion. James Joyce’s life does not fit 
into any category that includes inventors scientific 
gadgets who have changed the world. life, his 
not one inspire deeds grandeur even quiet ac- 
quirement. 


The intelligent reader, these days, will further 
than Portrait the Artist Young Man and Dub- 
liners. wants communication without quadruple- 
crostic puzzles. Ulysses and Finnegan’s Wake, even for 
college professors English, are elaborate cryptograms 
decipherable only semantically equipped experts. 
debate has been projected, far, affirmatively hold- 
ing that Joyce’s contribution man’s knowledge has 
been either fundamental sight-seeing. The critics 
who laud Joyce for his manipulation language, which 
supposed open new territories, are often 
opaque their elucidations that they lose sight the 
light they are looking for and peer closely through 
dark glass, darkly. 

Chicago, (April 22, 1957), the Catholic Renascence 
Society laudably conducted symposium “James 
Joyce and Western Culture.” Not noted the press 
was the brief speech given the late Cardinal Stritch, 
who, skirting the subject the symposium intentional- 
ly, spoke about the services mankind given out- 
standing writers, notably Dante Alighieri! 

Doubtless there are many, besides the Hon. John 
Woolsey (who lifted the ban Ulysses), who 
believe that Joyce has accomplished service man- 
kind his esoteric works. They will delighted 
Professor Ellmann’s prodigious work. Others, who ac- 
knowledge that Joyce, exceedingly more than Ger- 
trude Stein, has extended bizarre fashion the quasi- 
connotation words, without any compensa- 
tive extension the knowledge man, will pleased 
that Professor Ellmann has presented the fruits his 
seven-years’ labor. His volume Joyce major 
contribution the weald biographical subjects today. 
Mary Colum, were she living, would agree. 


Arthur MacGillivray, 
Boston College, 
Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts 


Corum, Bill Off and Running 
Holt. Nov. 16, 1959. 303p. $4.95. 


Until his death one year ago this month Bill Corum 
was probably one the most famous and most prolific 
sports writers this country result his column 
which appeared more than 10,000 times the New 
York Journal over span thirty-three years. many 
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other millions, not familiar with his column, was 
known for his gravel-toned voice which brought color 
the weekly fight broadcasts. And all followers 
the “sport kings” was most highly regarded 
the president Churchill Downs, scene the annual 
Kentucky Derby each spring. Yet Bill Corum was first 
and foremost newspaperman, and this facet 
his many talents and associations emerges most promi- 
nently this autobiography, edited his colleague, 
Arthur Mann, who has done remarkable job “leav- 
ing the Corum in.” 

Those who have read Bill Corum’s column over 
the years, not necessarily always with satisfaction and 
agreement, were long acquainted with his many inter- 
ests which had habit revealing themselves while 
was writing about baseball, racing, football, al. 
But this was part the writers’ nature and background 
and could not remain hidden. loved people, places 
and things intensely, and because his own enthusi- 
asm and keen observation was anxious have his 
readers learn not only about events themselves but 
much about the personalities associated with them. 
Bill Corum came from Missouri, fact not for- 
gotten when wrote about his St. Louis Cardinals. 
the time became junior the University 
Missouri was well his way newspaper career 
through the Walter William School Journalism. 
However, April 1917 saw him uniform and, when 
the armistice ended World War Corum returned 
civilian life, very decorated (but not his own eyes) 
hero and one the youngest officers the Army, 
(he was major his early twenties). 


Settled New York Bill Corum then attended Colum- 
bia University and soon began his journalism career 
copy editor the New York Times. 1925 was 
hired away join the New York Journal where re- 
mained until his death more than years later. 


Corum recalls the long span his public career his 
vivid word pictures flash some brief but penetrating 
glimpses dozens personalities both and out 
the world sports. But not much intent upon 
telling about these individuals themselves 
recall the impressions they made upon him. Yet his 
autobiography not mere roster names and goes 
beyond series vignettes. There note nostal- 
gia reminisces about his years smalltown boy- 
hood. And his descriptions trench warfare World 
War are powerful and realistic any found 
the thousands tomes written about that any 
other war. All all, Off and Running colorful 
story, probably fast paced the life lived and loved 
its author. While will enjoyed all sports 
fans its greatest appeal will probably found those 
young oldtimers whose memories like back the 
outstanding events and great heroes few decades 


ago. 
Francis Ullrich, Ph.D., 
Manhattan College, 
New York, New York 


Wilson, Colon The Stature Man 
Houghton, Mifflin. Nov. 15, 1959. 171p. $3.00. 


often meet with irrational, even absurd, philos- 
ophies life, but their creators and exponents will 


seldom admit that absurdity lies the basis their 
thinking. So, one sense least, Colin Wilson 
refreshing person: not only admits but proclaims 
his hope building philosophy upon the foundation 
absurdity. Man losing his personality through the 
cult insignificance, Mr. Wilson says The Stature 
Man, and can regain himself only through 
existential philosophy based the foundations 
the absurd, the irrational, the mystical.” Mr. 
son calls for vigorous voluntarism since there 
intellectual justification for the irrational urge 
that underlies man’s conscious reason.” Where this 
urge will lead man nobody knows, but Mr. Wilson likes 
it. Without giving any reasons for his optimism—but, 
then, the giving reasons would little bit out 
place irrational philosophy—Mr. Wilson wants 
man leap forward, the tabor’s sound, and 
heroic. 

This essay has negative and positive aspect. 
gins with study the loss individuality the 
modern world, its assertions being documented the 
sociological testimony John Galbraith, David 
man, William Whyte, and Vance Packard, and 
the literary testimony Herman Wouk, James Jones, 
William Faulkner, and others. The evidence shows 
cult insignificance which looks backward the de- 
cline the hero nineteenth-century writing. But, 
says the positive part the essay, need not lost 
this morass insignificance; existential philosophers 
must think our way out for very positive reasser- 
tion the autonomy the individual, completely 
inner-directed person taking orders from neither God 
nor man. 


Reactions Mr. Wilson’s book should provide some 
index the philosophic confusion existing among 
people who have common perception certain 
facts modern life. Few thinking persons will deny 
the validity this criticism the organization man. 
The loss inner resources and self-reliant judgment 
distressing product our highly organized economy. 
Yet once the author becomes precise his analysis, 
say nothing his synthesis, divides his audience. 


Early his study Mr. Wilson advances debatable 
literary theory, speaking the writer completely 
autonomous creator; asks that the artist create 
heroes, whether finds them life not. 
evidently much more interested the sustaining 
didactic purpose than the honest recording, 
ordering, and transmission experience. does not 
want the artist say what life is, wants him say 
what should be; only once does show any hesi- 
tancy about the obligation the artist propound 
thesis: defends Joyce against the soviet critics. 
dealing with American authors Mr. Wilson‘s criticism 
times vitiated completely obsession with his 
arbitrary norm. the space just few pages 
errs his judgment Three Soldiers, The Hairy Ape, 
The Iceman Cometh, and Death Salesman; all 
these misses the subtleties that give art its highest 
validity. And criticizing View from the Bridge 
Mr. Wilson completely baffled because cannot 
bring his norm bear; never seems occur him 
that perhaps his basis judgment inadequate. 


The French writers Sartre and Camus are more pat 
Mr. Wilson’s purpose and the study them most 
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interesting. After all the analyses, however, comes 
synthesis, and fairly lame synthesis is, leading 
vague conclusion. Freedom itself, says, the 
object glorified. Man must perfectly free and 
act only sees fit. must withdraw from society, 
make his soul, and then return the community 
with all the power his inner-directed individuality. 
What are his duties? work for peace, dislike 
cruelty, and express himself fully. Mr. Wilson never 
tells how man establish the principle direc- 
tion; never bothers explain that inner direction 
can begin only when the individual has arrived ideas 
which direct himself, ideas brought from out- 
side. Other-directedness, continue with the jargon 
the essay, does become excessive today 
real menace the development personality, but 
there such thing completely inner-directed 
person. Mr. Wilson seems dimly recognize this fact 
but not willing study all its implications. 

Confusion pervades the book, asserting itself even 
where Mr. Wilson tries most positive, his 
attitude toward commitment. The essays ends with 
the statement that there demand the world 
which can take priority over the individual’s need for 
self-education toward being inner-directed. are 
back Nora walking out her Doll’s House; Mr. Wil- 
son has not advanced from Ibsen, has just become 


vaguer. 
William Hill, 


Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


Virus Hunters 
Knopf. Nov. 16, 1959. 497p. $4.95. 


Among the ominously lengthening list “ills that flesh 
heir to” there mysterious little particle, the virus, 
which rapidly assuming position increasing im- 
portance our lives. Want know what virus is? 
Read this book—it gives excellent exposition for the 
layman. Think you already know something about 
Read this book—it excellent coverage 
the historical development that knowledge and 
may even add your store. You are already pro- 
fessional virologist? Well, read this book anyway—it 
will place you rapport with layman’s understand- 
ing your field. And you may find that the layman 
more capable than you think mastering the basics 
that field, they are suitably explained and makes 
definite effort understand. And this exactly 
what the author, free-lance science writer and public 
consultant for medical and health organiza- 
tions, has manifestly done. has informed himself 
the work the major virology laboratories, has visit- 
some them, has talked virologists, has read 
extensively the field and has striven grasp and 
translate the material and explanations offered him. 
product that work has produced eminently 
book which makes dozen difficult topics 
understandable they can the light current 
theory, which, like the grass the field, frequently 
here today and gone tomorrow. 


Beginning with Jenner and Pasteur the first pro- 
duce efficient immunity against the virus diseases 
smallpox and rabies, the author tells the story these 
early vaccines, indicating that all was not roses and 
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light their dévelopment and application. then 
proceeds Beijerinck, the discoverer viruses; 
Stanley, the first crystallize them and demonstrate 
their protein nature; Williams with his metallic 
shadow-casting which enabled visualize them 
under the electron microscope; and Sternberg, whose 
neutralization antigens specific antibodies test 
enabled track and identify them. There follows 
discussion some the major viral plagues, such 
yellow fever, hepatitis, influenza; the men who were 
active working out their problems; the techniques, 
discoveries and the extent which these discoveries 
extended our knowledge the nature viruses and 
their activities. Goodpasture, Theiler, Shope and Fran- 
cis are the major names these episodes but others, 
too numerous mention, are also credited. Then 
comes discussion polio, Enders, Wellman and 
Robbins, Salk, Koprowski and Sabin, killed versus 
attenuated living virus vaccines, the Francis Report 
and the whole polio problem has developed 
during the last ten years and face into 1959. 
There discussion the common cold, the 
ECHO, Coxsackie and adeno-viruses and measles. 
The final section deals with the viral aspects cancer, 
with DNA and RNA, those magic terms which iden- 
tify substances the heart the living cell, and the 
genes which govern our inheritance. The tale much 
too long tell here and better told the book. 


There are faults the book. Sections are un- 
evenly written, evidently expanded from SatEvePost 
articles and hence just touch sensational attitude. 


There are the usual over-generalizations and 


plifications, some which the author evidently 
conscious; but these are relatively few and the excep- 
tion rather than the rule. There also occasional 
undeserved and probably unmeant sneer certain 
aspects biological science. The author somewhat 
weak general biological principles and commits 
occasional egregious error, such having Mendel dis- 
cover genes (p. 416) mid-19th Century. But these 
faults cannot detract very far from what total 
excellent book and suitable for all readers. 


Leonard Wolff, Ph.D., 
Department Biology, 
University Scranton 


Irving The Fabulous Showman 
Knopf. Nov. 317p. $5.00. (1) 


Irving Wallace collects off-beat people just many 
other men amass stamps butterflies. His Fabulous 
Originals and The Square Pegs other seasons were 
popular successes and the present biography Barnum 
equally readable. 


Barnum cannot classed with eccentrics the 
amiable, semi-psychotic variety. Although his name 
synonymous with hokum, was always animated 
remarkable common sense. later life this grew slow- 
into form fanaticism which inspired him 
abandon entertainment fight alcohol 
Barnum given credit, credit must indeed given, 
the discovery and exploitation American methods 
advertisement and publicity. found that finan- 
cial success was way impaired confessing 
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hoax; that the public lamb anxious fooled and 
impatient fleeced. 


Rather than portraying the inner workings this re- 
markable man, biographer Wallace gives rather 
complete picture his fabulous show. There are de- 
tailed descriptions his more fabulous swindles: the 
Feejee mermaid, the incredible woolly horse, and the 
fossil known the Cardiff Giant. Chapter chapter, 
the reader gets acquainted with his authentic freaks: 
the bearded lady, the fat boy, General Tom Thumb, 
Commodore Nut, and the Chang-Eng Siamese twins. 
shown how with shrewd timing and publicity, 
made killing with even his most “cultural” effort: 
Jenny Lind. 

Barnum was not man discouraged the dis- 
asters that overtook him from time time. Fires and 
frauds left him penniless for short periods his life 
but sprang back promptly with all the resiliency that 
marks man energetic shallowness. This book, with 
all its fascinating details and exhaustive bibliography 
does little more depicting his fun-loving, practical- 
joking character than least convince the reader 
that was incapable the cynicism attributed him 
the legendary remark: there sucker born every 


minute. 
Brother Gabriel, F.S.C., 
Bacolod City, Negros Occidental, 
Salle College, 
Philippines 


Norris, Kathleen Family Gathering 
Doubleday. Nov. 5,1959. 327p. $4.50. (I) 

After reading the 327 pages Family Gathering, one 
left with two impressions. The first utter bewil- 
derment who all these relatives are even unto the 
third and fourth generations; the second that Mrs. 
Norris seems have had fantastically easy life. For 
the first point, you can follow family trees, there’s 
beauty the back lining paper, complete with nick- 
names and rather alarming number Kathleens. 
Anyhow, with little effort you can keep track 
Kathy and Kate Kit and Muffin and Mark and 
Bunga and Happy and Sally and Nellie and 
enough? Concerning the second impression, second 
thought would perhaps second the thought with minor 
reservations. Kathleen Norris had talent—with more 
than published novels her credit there rea- 
son dispute it. She admits being literary genius 
status, but she was certainly successful author and 
achieved both financial reward and much personal 
satisfaction. She had marvelous and large family 
with very little money her girlhood but lots fun 
and happy companionship. She married novelist Char- 
les Norris and theirs was happy, highly com- 
patible marriage. She traveled extensively and met 
everyone from Hitler Mary Pickford—publishers, 
writers, actors, politicians—everyone who was anyone. 
The large family developed into even larger family 
with very close relationship, which seems rather won- 
derful and warm. Not that they live—now then— 
top each other, but they all keep touch, and 
certainly Mrs. Norris knows everyone them right 
down the newest little member. There were heart- 
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aches too—the death her dearly-loved sister Teresa; 
the death her own twins birth and her inability 
have more children (she had had one son 
ly); after years marriage, the death her 
loved husband and companion. Yet none these 
things dwelt with sentimentality. One has the 
feeling that Kathleen Norris was constantly aware 
her good fortune and genuine her appreciation and 
gratitude for it, that the normal petty irritations 
life were almost invisible, and even the big sorrows 
could accepted with real fortitude. 

Mrs. Norris now her eightieth year, and 
interested everything that goes on, family-wise and 
otherwise. She admits being joiner everything 
joinable, ardent campaigner for lost causes (Wendell 
Willkie, America First, Robert Taft), and lover 
California general and San Francisco particular, 
She has great memory for detail, large capacity for 
love and friendship ,decided opinions and plenty 
vitality. She has most certainly led full, busy, happy 
life, and sincerely trust she will continue so. 


Edith Howley, 
Madison, New Jersey 


Lewis, Norman The Changing Sky 
Pantheon. Nov. 23,1959. 245p.. $4.00. 


All are afflicted with least bit wanderlust, 
the urge scamper around the world. Thanks 
travel writers like Norman Lewis, can satisfy this 
urge right our own chair. The Changing Sky will 
take corners the globe that sure would 
never reach were put our own. quick glance 
the itinerary this delightful travelogue indicates 
its vast and varying scope: Africa, Central America, the 
East, and back the Mediterranean and Ibiza. 


Norman Lewis weaves his description terrain, his- 
tory, economy, religion and customs country and 
its people around some casual incident during his stay 
the region. The story Ghana told Lewis cele- 
brates Independence Day there with some friends. 
“Trial Ordeal” serves background for look 
into Liberia. Lewis his best when recalls and 
recounts his memories Central America. These in- 
clude the discovery error the history Belize; 
earthquake); Guatemala and the “Case the Mur- 
dered Dictator”; black magic the Yucatan; Cuba and 
Castro versus Batista; the Dominican Republic “party 
line liquidation”; ten-minute revolution Haiti. 
Lewis draws very fine picture the political situation 
Central America, which, points out, has its 
own way preventing progress. “After dictator, 
thority, doctrine. All must started again from 
the bottom.” very interesting sidelight this regard 
Lewis’ pre-revolutionary account Castro 
followers. 

Next the East, Laos, Goa, and Philippeville. Then 
Ibiza, favorite vacation spot for Lewis. His 
nostalgia for this Spanish outpost stares the reader 
the final chapters The Changing Sky. 


Norman Lewis both novelist and travel writer. 
has mastered the art interjecting his travels into his 
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novels and his novelist style into his travelogues. 
turesque phrases are one his specialties: pair 
flamingos parted company like torn flag,” “the 
horizons wrapped turbans cumulus cloud.” 
The Changing Sky there slight undercurrent that 
makes the reader feel that Lewis bit anti-American 
and anti-Catholic. There are outright digs, but some 
the innuendoes are quite obvious. There are sixteen 
photographs taken the author himself. All all, 
this novel travelogue traveling novelist. 


Leigh Bradley, O.F.M. Cap., 


Marathon, Wisconsin 


Lambert, Gilles Conquest Age 
Rinehart. Nov. 220p. $3.95. 

photographs Kaiser Wilhelm 2nd’s departure for 
exile, there silhouette woman Swiss nation- 
ality. She the wife Paul Niehans, surgeon 
Berne. She also the Kaiser’s half-sister; their father 
being Frederick 3rd. 


While still quite young that future ruler Germany, 
whose reign lasted only ninety-nine days and who died 
international professional jealousy—abetted surgi- 
cal neglect—a detail not the book under review), 
falls love with anonymous middle-class Berlin 
beauty. about 1853 she gives birth baby girl 
whom the furious King Prussia immediately sends 
Switzerland raised, under the name Anna 
Kaufmann, family devoted the Crown. 


But her father appears 
uninterested her. preoccupied with propagat- 
ing other bastards throughout the kingdom his 
pending marriage Princess Victoria, the sister the 
King England. Then the birth son—the first 
legitimate child—who becomes Kaiser Wilhelm 2nd. 


Anna makes her debut into society seventeen; and 
her elegant, well-born squire makes quick work in- 
flaming her girlish heart. seeks her hand mar- 
riage and Anna accepts. She then informed the 
secret her birth. Her father Frederick 3rd dead; 
her half-brother Wilhelm already ruling Prussia. 
the eve her marriage, Wilhelm sends casket 
jewels, generous dowry and the promise regular 
pension. And find her behind the Kaiser some 
thirty years later during his abdication. 


Her son Paul, the future inventor cellular therapy, 
meanwhile model student and the most brilliant 
boy his class. besides expert shot with 
both pistol and bow and arrow. excels every- 
thing attempts and seventeen the cynosure 
Berne’s middle-class society. 


Anna deeply impressed her handsome son’s religious 
sensibilities, wishes him become the Great Pastor 
the Reformation. His father wants him scien- 
tist, least surgeon like himself. But Paul has an- 
will make the army his career. Even- 
tually however fulfills both his parents’ and his own 
ambitions. serves with distinction the Reformed 
Church and the Swiss army before entering into 
medical studies that lead him the discovery cellu- 
lar therapy intended combat diseases and weaknesses 
old age. 
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Doctor Niehans becomes international celebrity 
1954 when called attend Pope Pius XII, then 
apparently near death. Since the Pope’s cure (?), press 
reports indicate that many Europe’s famous oldsters, 
including Chancellor Adenauer and Somerset Mau- 
gham, have been patients Doctor Niehans’s secluded 
sanatarium. 


Ghosts successful quacks another era are 
jured the showmanship, personality and de- 
meanor Doctor Niehans. His gaudy display 
wealth, stage-acting entrances and exits and his mys- 
terious, solitary life secluded chateau worthy 
Hollywood, cast dusky shadows upon the man and his 
work. 


The Conquest Age absorbing tale deftly writ- 
ten the present tense for the lay reader. the 
story doctor’s eventful career and controversial dis- 
covery the fountain youth. 


William White, M.D., 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 


Brousse, Jacques 

The Lives Angel Joyeuse and 

Benet Canfield 
Edited Anthony Birrell. Sheed and Ward. Dec. 1959. 
183p. $4.50. 
The biographies the two Capuchins, Pére Angel 
Joyeuse and Father Benet Canfield, whose lives span- 
ned the years 1562-1611, were written 1621 Jac- 
ques Brousse and two years later translation was 
made English secular priest, Robert Rookwood. 
this translation which here edited Bir- 
rell. difficult say whether too much too little 
editing has been done. The Introduction states that 
modern translation Brousse would only make 
more awkward the discrepancy between the modern 
and Baroque biographical styles.” difficult see 
how the style employed the biography Pére Angel 
could made awkward; laborious reading pas- 
sages where sentences are twenty lines length and 
many words used their seventeenth century mean- 
ings. 
The unusual career Pére Angel, Peer, Mar- 
shal France, Governor Languedoc,” who became 
Capuchin after the death his wife, who was later 
released from his vows the Pope that might com- 
mand the troops against the Huguenots, who then 
resumed his life Capuchin, affords interesting 
sidelight the question separation Church and 
State. 
Benet Canfield, whose life crossed that Angel 
the Paris Convent the Rue St. Honoré, was mem- 
ber the Puritan gentry who became Catho- 
and Capuchin. too played part the 
tical history his time but the present account 
chiefly concerned with his spiritual life set forth 
his Autobiography. 
Like much writing the lives holy 
book suffers from overemphasis edification, and 
this fact, well the difficulties mentioned above, 
makes dull reading. Both Pére Angel and Father 
Canfield deserve better treatment than this biography 
gives them, and the writing readable account the 
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life Pére Angel particular, would service 
many readers who could enoy and profit it. 


The book has Index, Biographical Note, and 
Introduction which partially accounts for, but does not 
dispel, some the difficulties presented the text. 


Alice McCahill, 
Charlottesville, Virginia 


Wilson, Tuzo One Chinese Moon 
Hill and Wang. Nov. 18, 1959. 274p. $4.95. (Ila) 


afraid that Mr. Wilson misses fire completely 
entertaining travel writer. Given the fabulous op- 
portunity spend month mainland China—and 
even going end trouble take the long trans- 
Siberian rail route get somehow manages 
reduce the whole thing seemingly endless and 
thoroughly drab round tea-drinking. (The fact that 
obviously likes tea point passion may have 
biased this inveterate coffee-drinker, but doubt that 
this would explain reaction the book.) Perhaps 
unfair rate this travel book, for Wilson did 
not China ordinary tourist but, rather, 
official guest the Academy Sciences China. 
This scientist-observer-lecturer role probably accounts 
for his all-too-detailed catalogues Chinese university 
buildings and facilities. The joy undoubtedly felt 
over the recorded expansion these academic resources 
never quite shared the lay reader. Something 
peak dreary empiricism reached when, while de- 


scribing junction rail stop, reports: counted 191 
large new buildings beside the track, also water tower, 
parachute practice tower, and electric switching 
station.” Similar exactitude listing items menus, 
prices souvenirs, and similar points information 
might interest more readers; but, unfortunately, they 
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Book and Classification Author and Review 
FICTION 

Advise and Consent (IIb) Drury 
Exodus (IIb) Uris 
The War Lover Hersey 
Dear and Glorious Caldwell 
Hawaii Michener 
The Darkness and the Dawn 
The Devil’s Advocate (Ila) West 
The Cave Warren Sept. 
The Thirteenth Apostle Aug. 
Too Many Ghosts Nov. 
Fever the Blood (IIb) Nov. 
Station Wagon Spain (1) Sept. 


Aug. 15, 
Oct. 15, 
Oct. 15, ’59 
Mar. 15, 

Dec. 
Oct. 15, 
Sept. 15, 


NON-FICTION 
Act One (Ila) Hart 
This God (Ila) Wouk 
The Status Seekers (Ila) Packard 
For Plain Golden 
The Armada (Ila) Mattingly 
Diplomat (1) Thayer 
Adventurous Alliance Tharp 
The House Intellect Barzun June 
Candidates, 1960 Sevareid Nov. 
Affectionately, F.D.R. Shalett Nov. 15, 
The Ape Skinner Oct. 15, ’59 
Groucho and (Ila) Marx Sept. 


Oct. 
Oct. 
May 
Aug. 
Nov. 
Nov. 15, 
Dec. 


are presented pretty much the level spoken nar- 
rative accompanying amateur travel movies. 


Nor does master the trick making the people with 
whom talked and traveled come alive. Perhaps the 
formal character the brief contacts the language 
barriers were fault, but the impression left upon this 
reader that the author spent his Chinese month 
wandering through vast museum and meeting one 
other than the interchangeable assortment rote-per- 
forming guides. may that Wilson’s wise decision 
avoid all political discussions and controversy dulled 
these contacts, but doubt it. the few occasions 
when did indulge barbed repartee with his official 
hosts and escorts, the exchanges come through the 
reader singularly stilted and forced quality. His 
occasional efforts capture and relate human interest 
vignettes introduce some note tension antici- 
pation fall flat, too. 

not until one reaches his concluding chapters that 
the author succeeds stirring real interest. the 
voyager-scientist back home Canada, addresses 
appeal for understanding and relaxation East-West 
tensions that deserves thoughtful consideration. Not 
that has “fallen” for the Red Chinese line; makes 
amply clear that opposes much what saw. 
Yet also praises much what saw and makes 
honest effort put these balanced perspective. This 
leads impression the “Great Leap Forward” 
that differs radically from the picture get from some 
our more widely syndicated columnists. 


Wilson tries set the issue the pattern scholarly 
detachment and objectivity: let stand apart and 
realize that, Communist eyes, the West fault 
much the same fashion as, Western eyes, the 
Communists are. From this new awareness, pro- 
poses that seek the solution along “the path in- 
tellect” rather than that passion. This implies 
broader and more frequent cultural exchanges and 
people-to-people contacts, coupled with 
willingness accept the political reality accom- 
plished facts. The author risks attacks appeaser 
dupe the Chinese Communists, but his appeal 
merits fair hearing. One Chinese Moon not likely 
make the reader feel the least desire duplicate 
Wilson’s journey. can, however, leave him with 
clearer awareness important issues and lessen some- 
what the tendency interpret all events the Chinese 
mainland simple manifestations political demon- 


ology. 
Gordon Zahn, 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, 


Stevenson, William The Yellow Wind 
Houghton, Mifflin. Oct. 6.1959. 424p. $6.00. 


say that this volume highly informative 
understatement. What have far read about in- 
ternal developments Red China the neighbor- 
ing southeastern countries were mostly incomplete and 
unfair reports prejudiced western newsmen, includ- 
ing some American cub reporters. Mr. Stevenson, how- 
ever, ranks among one the few western correspond- 
ents who would dare face the truth about Commu- 
nism progressive and practical manner. 
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The Yellow Wind almost satisfies our hunger for more 
accurate information and better judgments about the 
huge complex that modern China. provides the 
American reader better grasp the secrets Mao- 
and his Communist Party turning one- 
fourth the world’s total population into ant 
colony. are fascinated throughout the entire book 
brilliant quotations and interesting talks between the 
author and his hosts Red China, Formosa, and North 
Personally observed facts, ranging from 
communist techniques indoctrinating the masses 
the people, eliminating opponents modern and 
traditional Chinese methods overcoming difficulties, 
were beautifully written and objectively analyzed. The 
reader feels sure share great deal experience 
with author understanding the hard extraordinary 
struggle between Nationalism and Communism, and 
the collapse Colonialism the Far East. Mr. Steven- 
son’s experience could have been gained only through 
intelligent investigation and objective study per- 
sonally observed facts. China land mysteries; 
and the communist revolution China full twists 
and turns. Whoever gets closer view the monstrous 
dragon that Red China today will have better 
chance not being caught its ever-extending paws. 
With this mind, can say that Mr. Stevenson has 
successfully fulfilled his mission foreign correspond- 
ent The Yellow Wind. 


the conclusion his book, the author offers the 
following foreboding statement predicting the reaction 
the West, “Russia produces fifteen million nuclear 
scientists day; East Europe manufactures trillion 
lies weekly; China shoots percent more rockets 
the moon. Therefore, let have more scientists, better 
and more rockets.” That fear thus expressed un- 
doubtedly needs little discussion. 
the past, the “imperialist West” has fashioned 
enough wonderful lies and offered sufficient lipservice 
order win the confidence the Asian people. 
Have ever observed that, the long run, nation 
has become greater, more stable and more powerful 
than its opponent manufacturing better 
lipservice support her small Asian neighbors for 
“Greater Asia” against western imperialism during 
World War resulted dubious and indifferent 
attitude the part most non-Japanese Asia to- 
ward the Japanese. Red China’s big lie guarantee- 
ing the autonomy Tibet doubt cost her less regard 
and more resistance from the neutral friends along her 
border against “Han expansionism.” now the re- 
sponsibility the West persuade their small allies 
the East their good will and sincerity assistance, 
well denounce them the lies and bluffing 
international communism, which they can keep- 
ing their promises and doing good acts. Only per- 
forming good acts can the Western powers now make 
themselves the champions freedom and win the 
sincere respect and full cooperation their Asian 
President Eisenhower once stated, “America 
great because she good; but America ceases 
good, then she ceases great.” 
Finally, The Yellow Wind would more valuable 
Stevenson took pains present his epilogue the 
solutions believes possible the West meeting 
the challenge world communism, Lederer and 
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Burdick did their famous novel, The Ugly American. 
The countries bordering southern China, Viet-Nam, 
Burma, Laos, did once pay tribute the colossal 
Dragon Throne; yet never did they allow the Han 
rulers, any aggressor, remain permanently their 
territory. Their unflinching will struggle against im- 
perialism should considered the West one 
the most important factors framing future anti-Han- 
expansionism strategy. 

Nguyen Huy Long, 

Capt. (Res.), VietNamese Army 


Schneiderman, The Warsaw Heresy 
Horizon Press. Oct. 19,1959. 253p. $4.95. (Ila) 


had “Geneva have “Camp David 
the modern history Communism, 
Berlin has rioted, the Hungarians have revolted and 
the Poles rebelled. all these perhaps the bloodless 
revolution Poland October 1956 merits the most 
interested scrutiny. From all assessments gained the 
most concessions from the Soviet Government. Pol- 
and alone the satellite countries seemingly being 
allowed pursue her own road Communism within 
certain broad limitations. 


This the genesis The Warsaw Heresy, for the 
rebellion resulted not only limited political and eco- 
nomic independence Moscow, but the field 
ideology some ideas considered radical Communist 
circles are being propagated. The author calls “The 
Eternal Dialogue Power and Ethics.” This new 
phenomenon for the Communist world and even for 
the Communist government Poland which first came 
power with the support Soviet tanks and bayonets. 
Yet, after the events October 1956, “two new de- 
velopments appeared the Polish deviant from the 
Soviet Communist model. One was the agreement 
between Gomulka and Stefan Cardinal 
Wyszynski; the other, open, ideological debate with- 
the Party about revisionist concepts” (p. 222). There 
are indications that the struggle between the two 
leaders Church and State Poland will long 
one. much more local interest, even avowed 
the debate centering around the ideas 
the youngest philosophy professor Warsaw Uni- 
versity, Leszek Kolakowski. His call the intellectuals 
“also make sure that (the) decisions (of the Com- 
munist Party) really are wise” (p. 225) may eventually 
result intellectual movement which will openly 
reject blind obedience the Party hierarch. 


The author’s long experience journalism his 
familiarity with Poles and Poland has given him 
deeper insight than many might obtain during even 
longer stay. manifests deep sympathy for the plight 
the Jews Poland, but the same time his delinea- 
tion problems the Catholic Church this 
Communist country careful clear and impar- 
tial. Complete impartiality comes hard any observer 
such unique situation. 


These days Gomulka still trying steer hazardous 
course between East and West. after his 
initial outburst 1956, hasn’t openly interfered 
Polish Gomulka strives keep so, and 


all appearances Cardinal Wyszynski realizes the hazards 
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Gomulka’s course. Both understand the danger 
calling each other names public statements. 


Schneiderman’s book gives broad appreciation 
many Poland’s problems. However, also includes 
many interesting sidelights for instance Spychalski’s 
speech before the Eighth Plenum where accused the 
Party having resorted “the whole filthy arsenal 
chicanery, provocation lies,” (p. 57) estabiish and 
maintain power Poland. Disillusion the people 
comes out the universal drinking (p. 104) and the 
real “necessity” thievery (p. 121) because the wage 
scale miserabble. And for what was worth, the 
author noted that Chinese and Korean comrades visit- 
ing Poland were “far more fluent the language 
Moscow than were their Polish counterparts” (p. 75). 
The Warsaw Heresey does not predict what will event- 
uate. describes imaginative language what has 
happened Poland, and why this country im- 
portant Moscow. The Kremlin must emerge vic- 
torious this battle, because polemic, primarily, 
which may eventually trap even the Soviet tanks. 
Walter 
Institute Russian Studies, 
Fordham University 


Caidin, Martin War for the Moon 
Dutton. Nov. 252p. $4.95. 


With the advancement technology rocket 
pulsion, higher speeds and consequent higher altitudes 
were being reached with nearly each new trial. Spurred 
the possible advantageous political propaganda and 
military value, well the desire for advancement 
the conquest space, the Department Defense 
through its Advanced Research Projects Agency spon- 
sored the building four rockets capable reaching 
the moon. 

The author’s first-hand knowledge all aspects our 
space program well evidenced his detailed ex- 
planations the actions that took place behind the 
scenes which led the building the lunar probe. 
The complexities the project are explained detail, 
not only the building the rocket, but also the 
launching it. After launching come the intricate 
problems guidance and celesial mechanics. The 
names many the scientists and military personnel 
who took part this project are mentioned well 
their part it. 

From newspaper reports know what has happened 
the four rockets: they did not reach the moon. The 
author gives good inside story the details what 
has happened each rocket. The explanations are 
very enlightening. 

While the Americans were busy the project the 
lunar probe, the Russians jumped into the lead 
sending Sputnik and into orbit. The military, 
scientific, and international implications these first 
Russian satellites are then presented. 

The book generously supplied with excellent paint- 
ings, photographs and line drawings which help 
heighten the interest well clarify the details. 
The last two chapters are devoted speculations 
sending men the moon. Details what men would 
see and experience are supported photographs 


realistic paintings. These should 
souvenirs when actual photographs will obtained 
from visits the moon, which should take place 
the not too distant future. 

Andrew Plonsky, 


Department Engineering, 
University Scranton 


Jaffa, Harry Crisis the House Divided 
Doubleday. Aug. 20,1959. $6.50. 


Mr. Jaffa associate professor political science the 
Ohio State University. author Thomism and 
Aristotelianism (1952) and co-editor with Robert 
Johannsen volume speeches Lincoln and 
Douglas the Ohio campaign 1859, besides 
ous articles and reviews. Here has skillfully woven 
four major propositions—the morality slavery, the 
meaning equality expressed the Declaration 
Independence, the nature what Douglas called 
“popular sovereignty,” and the mission America 
the world witness tortured humanity the 
possibility popular government. Couched the 
language law, philosophy and politics, this will 
controversial book, extremely hard 
reached such well-known historians Nevins, Hof- 
stadter and Rodes and, course, will not easily read 
those Civil War fans who are simply looking for 
routine rehash what has been called America’s Num- 


ber One Debate. 


given over critical analysis the author’s estimate 
the “revisionists” who, debunking the popular Lin 
coln myth, blamed the great emancipator practically 
one-man cause our Civil War. Mr. Jaffa 
patient such attacks and great pains elucidate 
that much more fundamental issues were involved than 
mere political parttisanship policy. the second 
section Douglas and Lincoln are contrasted with deft- 
pages, the saying goes, “it pretty heavy going”; but 
for a.serious student this period the crossroads 
our history well worth while. Mr. Jaffa’s key 
question throughout the entire book quite simple, 
namely “was there substantial difference between 
Lincoln’s policy and Douglas’ the time the 
bate”; other words, “would Douglas’ policy have 
produced freedom surely Lincoln’s?” Part Two 
the “case for Douglas”; Part Four the “case for 
coln.” While, Part Three, there interjected 
most satisfying and thorough analysis two speeches 
given Lincoln many years before both the debate 
and the war. The author, this reviewer’s opinion, 
has laid rest, until new generation begins the process 
all over again, the ancient legend that “Honest Abe” 
sort stumbled into the Presidency without any 
perience the world-shattering issues, but above all 
that was some who enjoyed 
droll story which could not only repeat well but 
write even better. 

Chapter are given the seeds the 
tion Proclamation, the second Inaugural Address and 
the Gettysburg Address, when Lincoln addressed the 
Young Men’s Lyceum Springfield, Illinois, Janu- 
ary 27, 1838—twenty-five years before Gettysburg. 
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Chapter what was called the “Temperance Ad- 
dress,” the thinking Lincoln such fundamentals 


freedom, liberty, personal dignity, set forth, dis- 
and explained. These two chapters form the 
“heart the matter” and Lincoln emerges from these 
pages with the massiveness reminiscent his memorial 
that overlooks the Potomac today. the same time 
Stephen Douglas shines aura magnificence 
which well befitted the “little giant” who, like many 
politician before and since, missed greatness because 
hased his actions the principle “agree disagree,” 
rather than the sheet-anchor “to compromise 
toyield.” Professor Jaffa has done well, very well. 
subtle philosopher, politically wise, gifted with 
even-handed historical sense, and eminently fair 
his evaluation the two men, Douglas and Lincoln. 
This book will merit being read slowly and carefully, 


but above all thoroughly. 
Berkeley Kines, 


St. Joseph’s College, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Sorokin, Pitirim and Walter Lunden 

Power and Morality 
Porter Sargent. 206p. $3.50. (Ila) 
the concern these two sociologists that society 
must listen more its moral leaders than those 
whose physical power, derived from the possession 
the nuclear instruments destruction, could annihilate 
civilization. Valid and universal moral principles are 
needed society now more than any other time be- 
cause the power evident which corrupts and which 
confronts Western society with its most terrifying crisis. 
The moral leaders are exemplified Gandhi, Vinoba 
Bhava, Abbé Pierre and Albert Schweitzer and these 
crusaders love are determined turn nations from 
the love power the power love. Their 
are still and small compared those upon whose wis- 
dom stupidity mankind’s destiny largely depends. 
Sorokin and Lunden are convinced that the difficulties 
the present, the prevention new wars and the 
securing human creative progress and peace cannot 
entrusted the nuclear governments the great 
powers. These governments not display the “mini- 
mum intellectual, moral and social qualifications 
which are necessary for successfu! solution these 
tremendous tasks.” history, the authors 
maintain, the moral integrity powerful governments 
has been and still too low and their criminality too 
great entrust them the life and well-being man- 
kind. 
The reader may question the propositions and some 
the reasoning behind these propositions. The separa- 
tion between governments and moral leaders made 
seem too much like complete alienation and di- 
vorce. only upon such hypothesis that the 
authors can insist that fruitful resolution the prob- 
lems peace and security far exceeds the creative 
ability the existing governments. Likewise, even 
the hypothesis that physical power could replaced 
greater respectability for moral power and for the 
leaders who represent such power, one might still 
the heights which these sociologists 
want ascend. For them, the constructive 
human aspirations demands: (1) re- 
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placement these “governments politicians” 
scientists, saints, and sages”; (2) 
establishment certain conditions, such universal 
and total disarmament which can automatically prevent 
misuse and abuse power each and every govern- 
ment; (3) substitution the largely obsolescent poli- 
tical ideologies and current tattered values new 
ones, better adapted meet the gigantic challenge 
the new era; and finally, (4) the spontaneous mobiliza- 
tion and inspired cooperation all the creative forces 
humanity—its best minds, purest hearts, and highest 
consciences—for building nobler and better order 
the human universe. 
these are the objectives that peace and security in- 
volve, the reader will agree that unless moral principles 
underlie the governments power, there little prob- 
ability their gradual attainment. more likely 
that stimulation and promotion the moral forces 
that are resident governments and reasonable 
approach some these objectives that progress will 
made. This reviewer seems think that the sights 
the authors are too high and the pessimism too acute 
for any real advance the pursuit successive goals 
the employment all the moral and physical means 
the disposal society. 

Thomas Wassmer, S.J., Ph.D., 

St. Peter’s College, 

Jersey City, New Jersey 


Boulle, Pierre 
Vanguard. Nov. 23,1959. 320p. $3.95. (IIb) 


The Society for the Overseas Promotion Horticul- 
ture,, Industry and Agriculture known its initials, 
S.O.P.H.LA., or, more familiarly, Sophia. was plan- 
ned that way; the directors the company, when 
was first formed exploit the rubber industry 
Malaya, decided find name that would memor- 
able. Because the company was “Society” 
(Société), had begin with The name followed 
when suitable initials were accepted. And that the 
way Sophia ran its plantations: with utmost efficiency 
and complete impersonality. was French-British 
amalgam; paid well, but demanded much its em- 
ployees. fact, seemed continually sucking 
young men dry through the best years their produc- 
tivity, then casting them off retirement before they 
were fifty. And, the years went on, the administra- 
tive procedures multiplied until Sophia seemed 
more interested having things done according 
specifications than making profit. The novel 
well is, anything, bitterly angry denuncia- 
tion the tyranny bureaucracy, not only Sophia, 
but wherever occurs. The people the story are 
hardly more than puppets animated illustrate 
thesis. Because that, Mr. Boulle’s new novel not 
likely sell widely did the famous Bridge Over 
the River Kwai. Indeed, that story might have been 
about some the Sophia men who were captured 
during the Japanese invasion Malaya, when Sophia 
was more less out commission. 

Maille, (known only this surname), young engi- 
neer some twenty-five years so, who arrives 
Kuala Getah December 1936. Through him are 
introduced the people who work for Sophia: the 
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ruling French and British officers the plantations, the 
Chinese clerks and foremen, the Tamil work-gangs. 
Maille early warned behave himself and advised 
how so. fraternizing with the natives; not 
even any handshaking. what you are told, when 
you are told, and how you are told. Don’t push your- 
self forward. Don’t make ass yourself, sober 
drunk. Chaulette the topman the Malayan 
totem pole for Sophia. And tireless worker, 
capricious administrator, but stickler for the least 
detail. Dassier another plantation assistant, but one 
who made disgraceful exhibition himself shortly 
after his arrival and who, although since over the years 
has proved himself immensely capable, has been 
passed over time after time for promotion, even dis- 
ciplined matter leave. His wife not suited 
the climate the conditions. Eventually, she and 
Maille have brief affair the eve Maille’s leaving 
join the R.A.F. when war declared 1939 and she 
the eve leaving her husband return 
France. But that about all the romance involved. 
The rest the novel concerns itself with building 
bungalow for Loeden after Chaulette’s designs, trying 
teach the Tamil tappers more efficient and time- 
saving method, keeping the desks and file cases prop- 
erly aligned the offices. Yet the story not dry 
might seem. has fascination that snake has 
for gopher. Adult readers will likely find this appe- 
tizing because different. 

Sumner, Cid Ricketts Tammy Tell True 
Bobbs-Merrill. Nov. 16,1959. 316p. $3.75. (I) 
This novel sequel the Tammy Out Time 
which did rather well novel and film version. 
The chief character riverboat girl refreshing 
grass-roots simplicity, raised aboard the Eileen 
her grandfather, deeply religious part-time preacher 
and purveyor moonshine. 
The story opens the home young Pete Brent, whom 
Tammy had rescued from drowning and with whom 
she had fallen love. Pete decides agri- 
cultural college learn scientific farming and leave 
Tammy home Brenton Hall under the care 
maiden aunt. Since Pete’s mother set against the 
marriage because Tammy’s lack education and 
refinement, Tammy makes her mind off 
college herself auditor improve herself. Off 
she goes the Ellen school and there becomes 
involved whole series adventures and misad- 
ventures humorously and sympathetically related 
the author. Seeking employment pay her way, 
Tammy sent the home the widow former 
president the college act her companion. She 
finds the old lady deeply embittered toward life, mainly 
because niece who seems after her money. 
Tammy succeeds winning over the old lady, Mrs. 
Call, who eventually decides live aboard the Ellen 
unknown all concerned. Her life there with Tammy 
restores her health and joie vivre, and all goes well 
until they are finally discovered. Tammy arrested 
for kidnapping and theft, and the niece almost suc- 
ceeds committing Mrs. Call mental institution 
and obtaining her power attorney. This, however, 
all straightened out satisfactorily. The theme 
Tammy’s love life runs throughout the entire plot. She 


becomes gradually estranged from Pete and learns 
live without him. the meantime, she meets the 
thoroughly excellent Tom Freeman college and de. 
cides throw her lot with him, bringing rathe 
charming little tale happy conclusion. 

The author has certainly captured 
speech the old South, and Tammy’s delightful out 
look life rather fascinating. anyone interested 
refurbishing his attitude towards people, might 


give Tammy try. 
Brother Cosmas, C.F.X., 
St. Joseph’s Juniorate, 
Leonardtown, Maryland 


Sharp, Margery The Rescuers 
Little, Brown. Nov. 16,1959. 149p. $3.50. 

make reader identify with mouse is, think, 
real test writing skill. Margery Sharp does just this 
and the chapters which three mice are trying 
rescue Norwegian poet from the Black Castle are 
about tense reading have come across long 
while. There’s terrible cat the picture, “even for 
cat his self-assurance was staggering.” The Head 
Jailer is, course, cruel and also most untidy; and the 
Castle itself “iron hard, iron chill and black old 
iron.” 

This good civilized animal story, one which mothers 
and fathers will delight read aloud their children. 
would not know what age children! 
cated; and enjoyment humor, suppose, depends 
the age the reader. However, would think from 
first grade the story would fun. The thirty-five 
illustrations Garth Williams—famous artist Stuart 
Little, Charlotte’s Web, and The Rabbits’ Wedding— 
are wonderful. The mouse, Miss Bianca from the 
bassy, who always travels Bag, winningly portrayed 
her silver chain; are Nils, with his stocking cap, 
and Bernard, the humble pantry mouse. 

Even you have children whom read The 
Rescuers, get for someone else’s child; then read 


first yourself. 
Adele Nash, 
Buffalo, New York 


x * 


Telfer, Dariel The Caretakers 
Simon and Schuster. Nov. 1959. 404p. $4.50. (IV) 


The Caretakers lengthy, fictional account life 
and love among the nurses, doctors and attendants 
Canterbury, mythical state mental hospital.Of course, 
the poor deranged patients get their share attention 
from their keepers and the author, but their problems 
never interfere with the active sex life those 
charge. fact, they are positive stimulus. haven't 
read anything like since, the age twelve, gave 
reading the evening serial the daily paper. 
like unexpurgated version those masterpieces. 
Dariel Telfer, the author, worked one time 
mental hospital and presumably, knows the workings 
such institutions. This experience, however, hardly 
qualifies her for the literary life. The Caretakers 
sorry, trashy novel incongruous mixture Nancy 
Dean, Student Nurse and Forever Amber, with 
added fillip very sudsy soap opera. can’t think 
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anyone who would rewarded enlightened, much 
entertained, reading it. 
Miriam Quinn, 
Pennsylvania 


imon, Edith 
The Piebald Standard: Biography the 
Knights Templars 

Little, Brown. Oct. 359p. $5.00. 

Miss Simon’s book The Piebald Standard tribute 
librarians. She claims that she did most the work 
home over period about two years “with the 
help various excellent libraries and the post- 
Better than forty per cent the titles 
listed her bibliography are French and German. She 
writes with the ease secure background and pene- 
trating and detailed knowledge. The index excellent, 


pinpointing even one line references proper names. 


this interesting and sometimes humorous, albeit sar- 
donic, account the founding the Knights Tem- 
plars, are vivid descriptions the early twelfth century, 
the life, the dress, the temperament the heterogeneous 
mass bearing down the city Jerusalem. Religious, 
knave, soldier, pilgrim, peasant, aristocrat, beggar, and 
vendor, every variety language, temperament, and 
motivation created chaos not alleviated robbery, 
disease, shipwreck, and capture. Ironic may sound, 
the Knights, which began almost prank, organized 
under the leadership Hugh Payens, took vows, 
and started movement whose history reflected the 
pattern the entire Crusades. Pledged life 
prayer, chastity, and asceticism and fight for the 
security the pilgrims, they rose unprecedented 
this rise with its 


heights wealth and power. 
reign and its ultimate downfall that Miss 
Simon has detailed intricately that she has given 
history that will undoubtedly read widely and for 
long time but will probably not make best seller list. 


There excellent material here for students. the 
final chapter, the author has impartially summarized 
the charges and the evidence guilt and innocence. 


Carmen Collier, 
Los Angeles, California 


Clue Works 
John Coppinger, Contributing Editor 


Josephine Bell’s Easy Prey, (Macmillan, 192p. $2.95; 
has moral for parents: Check the credentials 
your baby-sitters. The charming old baby-sitter this 
one suspected being baby-killer; the combination 
subdued violence with gentility makes this mildly 
macabre story expertly Death Casts 
Long Shadow Anthony Gilbert, (Random House, 
242p. $2.95; another adventure the blowsy 
Arthur Crook which knuckleheaded girl gets 
snared tangle murder, marriage, and blackmail. 
This slickly contrived but the surprise twist much 
too mechanistic Mountaineering and murder are 
welded into melodrama that for all its mental mud- 
ling bracing mountain air; but why hang 
man when simple push would have sufficed? Find 
out Swing Away, Climber Glyn Carr, (Washburn, 
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hero six recent episodes reprinted from Saint Maga- 
zine, titled The Saint the Rescue Leslie Charteris, 
(Doubleday, 190p. $2.95; IIb). The Saint saint, 
and one just about tired him and his picaresque 
derring-didoes Harry Carmichael’s Marked Man, 
(Doubleday, 189p. $2.95; down-country (Eng- 
lish) visit, leisurely but with low-keyed suspense. John 
Piper, insurance investigator, believes his drunken re- 
porter friend, Quinn, did not strangle the lovely Mrs. 
any his best, with the real Paris the backdrop and 
Mme. Maigret getting involved and helping solve 
puzzling mystery that has plagued her famous Chief 
Inspector Maigret. Madame Maigert’s Own Case 
fine for adult readers, (Doubleday, 191p. $2.95; IIb), 
who will not mind little matter incinerating mur- 
dered good collection Ten Great Mys- 
teries, including two complete novels, Josephine Tey 
and Dashiell Hammett, three novelettes Rex Stout, 
Margery Allingham and Erle Stanley Gardner, and five 
short stories representing Dorothy Sayers, Agatha Chris- 
tie, Ellery Queen, Daphne Maurier, and William 
Irish, all edited Howard Haycraft and John Beech- 
croft, will make good gift book for the mystery fan 
your list, (Doubleday, 640p. $4.95; IIb). 


Miscellanny Gift Ideas 


The spirit Christmas fills the elegantly printed slim 
little collection letters sent friends Christmasses 
past Frances Parkinson Keyes which she has gathered 
share with her many readers Christmas Gift, (Haw- 
thorn. 95p. $2.95; I). For the someone special who 
deserves more than greeting card, this would 
admirable gift, indeed Helen Topping Miller has 
made specialty annual Christmas tale centered 
around historical figure, Washington, Lincoln, Lee 
for example. This year the story about Jefferson, 
Christmas Monticello, (Longmans. 61p. $2.75; I); 
little too wide stocking-stuffer, perhaps; but 
pleasant gift” especially where there are children 
whom this should “read-aloud” treat. all 
means read aloud—not once but many times during 
the course the holiday season—Frank Sullivan’s zany 
variation “The Night Before Christmas” the 
Creevy family, who suddenly found that with not 
mouse the house, the old family tradition reciting 
the Saint Nicholas legend was danger coming 
whopping cropper. Uncle Fred (by phone from Sas- 
katchewan) suggested that the poem read 
Scots dialect, which would make the mouse the tale 
moose. But where get moose ten 
Christmas Eve East 61st Street Manhattan? 
Moose the Hoose can uproarious, (Random 
House. 54p. $2.95; I), and will probably become, 
years ahead, standard Christmas jape. 


printed translation, (by Ruth Mary 
Bethell) Josef Weiger’s Mary, Mother Faith, (Reg- 
nery. 260p. $5.00; I), makes superb gift and excellent 
reading particularly appropriate for the Christmas sea- 
son, but will cherished any season Readers 
will also appreciate memory refresher and sound 
criticism collection articles Harold Gardiner, 


S.J., All Conscience, (Doubleday. 288p. $3.95; 
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Books and trends the past twenty years pass re- 
view, from point view that temperate and wise 
For the woman the list who interested 
cuisine art, there fine new collection recipes 
Mildred Knopf, Cook, Darling Daughter. 
Mrs. Knopf’s previous cookbook established her 
connoisseur rare good taste and skill. This will con- 
firm that estimate and add many wonderful dishes 
any hostess’ housewife’s repertory, (Knopf. xxi, 619p. 
$4.95; I). 

The Sports Illustrated Book the Outdoors, with text 
John spectacularly beautiful collection 
color photographs the American scene, woodland, 
lakes, seashore, mountains, meadows, all seasons 
the year. The reproductions are superb and the text 
lure outdoor adventures, (Golden Press. 323p. 
Mikes, (Doubleday. 120p. $2.00; I), Hungarian- 
Britisher’s good-natured spoof Americans and the 
American fads and follies that will provoke chuckles 
and certain rueful admission touché many 
points. others, the humor apt little 
strained For the jazz enthusiast the hi-fi fan 
collection twelve essays Jazz, edited Nat Hent- 
off and Albert McCarthy, (Rinehart. 387p. $5.95; IIa), 
may the perfect gift. Contributors include the two 
editors, each represented one essay, and Ernest Bor- 
neman, Charles Smith, Guy Waterman, Martin 
Williams, Paul Oliver, Max Harrison, John Steiner, 
Hsio Wen Shih, Franklin Driggs, Gunther Schuller. 
Harrison and Williams are each represented two 


contributions: Williams Boogie-Woogie and Bebop; 
Harrison Jelly Roll Morton and Charlie Parker. 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S BOOKS 
Helen Butler, Ph.D., Associate Editor 
Department Librarianship, Marywood College 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 
book Specially Recommended 
book Recommended 

Heritage (Periodical 

Golden Book the American Revolution 
Adapted Fred Cook. Golden Press. Nov. 1959. 
191p., maps. $4.95. 
handsome volume, with multitude full-page and 
smaller pictures, most them vivid colors, some 
black and white, and all from historical collections. 
Occasional maps, both contemporary and modern, in- 
terpret the separate phases the war. The text 
adapted from the parent volume Bruce Lancaster. 
format, the volume recalls the Pageant America 
set; but unlike those volumes this material con- 
tinuous narrative, for the most part chronological, with 
the illustrations pointing the material rather than 
vice versa. Thus are given the background the 
war, its feeble but audacious beginnings, the disastrous 
first years, the eventual shaping army, the 
victory Saratoga which brought the French our 
side, the encouraging war sea thereafter, important 
action the frontiers, and finally the campaign the 
south which brought victory. interesting chapter 
contrasts the fitness the British forces with the 
raggle-taggle, impromptu ranks the Patriots, and 
identifies uniforms, arms, artillery all the separate 


Best 


forces engaged the conflict. good many 
ceptions are cleared along the way, without the 
least diminishing the stature individuals concerned 
and results achieved. difficult conceive 
more painless method for junior high students 
sorbing the major facts about the conflict 
which could whet their interest keener edge. 


Best, Allena Champlin 

The Land and People Iceland; Erick 

Berry, (pseud.) 
Lippincott. Oct. 16, 1959. 126p., maps, photogs. 
(Portraits the Nations series) 
the pattern customary for this series, the 
traces history, geography, arts and culture, folk tales 
and folkways, flora and fauna, and present economic 
conditions Iceland and her erstwhile colony, 
land. One chapter devoted the short-lived Viking 
settlement America. What distinguishes the Erick 
Berry contributions, here, the vitality and 
asm her summary, the balance between favorable 
and unfavorable judgments, the extensive research 
dent, and very real understanding the peoples she 
discusses. block clean-cut, attractive photographs 
further clarifies the work. The book has dozen uses 
for junior and senior high school: social studies, 


$2.95, 


raphy, history both mediaeval and modern, world 


tics, present-day defense, housing, clothing, 
tion); literature, (the chapter the sagas good); 
and individual investigation satisfy curiosity aroused 
chance reference American contacts with the 
island. 


Bialk, Elsa 
World. Oct. 216p. $3.00. 


Kit Benning, college junior, hopes for foreign 
ment after graduation. preparation for this she gets 
summer job chaperone ten high school graduates 
European tour. see the girls through 
eyes the plane flying Shannon. Each type. 
There Fran, the clown, Sally, the fat girl, and Natalie, 
sixteen and boy crazy. Anne the junior edition 
Baedeker; Cindy the ubiquitous camera fah. Most 
interesting the group Karla, quiet, aloof, unhappy 
victim broken family. The otHer four girls fail 
emerge from the background. The tour whisks through 
London, Zurich, Venice, Florence, Naples, Rome, Nice 
and Paris. Naturally such tour condensed into five 
weeks can give only superficial view 
treasures. Unfortunately, the same superficiality 
acterizes the stilted and the few weak 
episodes presented. The girls themselves have, for the 
most part, the depth paper dolls. Nice the group 
unexpectedly meets glamorous, nationally known 
model and learns the latter Karla’s divorced, 
ried mother. Kit tries make Karla accept situation 
which repugnant her, but her arguments have 
hollow ring. love makes things 
would not otherwise do.” and Mr. Addison were 
very much love.” sense Karla who knows 
what wrong when selfish passion yielded to, despite 


Passport Summer 


earlier promises. all, the book not 


author’s earlier work for girls 12-16. 
M.S. 
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Fred 

What Manner Men: Forgotten Heroes 

the American Revolution 
Morrow. Oct. 335p. $5.00. 
rescue from oblivion some “the little men who 
the dirty work the fighting and dying (and) are 
almost universally overlooked history,” the author 
recounts the exploits Allan McClane, great 
cavalryman when the breed was virtually unknown 
the Patriots; Timothy Murphy, superb marksman with 
the long rifle, who Saratoga killed the British General 
Fraser with one shot; Marinus Willett, wilderness 
fighter, who secured the Mohawk Valley against In- 
dians and Tories; Peter Francisco, the Virginia giant 
who “epitomized the heroism the Continental Line”; 
women combatants, including Deborah Sampson, 
the only woman enlist man, fight man and 
receive man’s pension; and several privateeersmen 
and whaleboat guerillas, including the phenomenally 
successful Jonathan Haraden who never lost engage- 
ment. sense, the volume complements the fore- 
going American Heritage title, though this one di- 
rected adults. Some the same factual background 
data and conclusions strategy and planning are 
found, but none these individuals mentioned 
the other work. Too, from these journalistic pages 
emerges fuller picture the complexities and magni- 
tude the war for which the Patriots were completely 
unprepared. Upperclassmen, boys particularly, will 
read with appreciation the tributes heroism and self- 
sacrifice which later generations have forgotten. 


Davis, Russell and Brent Ashabranner 

Point Four Assignment 
Gil Miret. Little. Sept. 1959. 246p. $3.50. 
collection stories from the records generous, 
heroic and hard-working Americans, technicians, 
teachers, doctors, nurses, labor for- 
fields for the mutual security free nations. The 
authors themselves have been among their number. 
Their accounts persons and places scarcely known 
most Fernando Orihuela, Carroll 
Howard, Mrs. Eloisa Talavera Taboado, the Aymara, 
Shankilla, Shorgalie, and Sikhs, mention just few, 
—make fascinating reading. Problems which Point 
Four and Associated Organizations face and solve range 
from acceptance local people natural hazards such 
earthquakes and floods. The main idea underlying 
all, however, help others less fortunate help 
themselves ,and train young men and women 


under-developed countries take over. The ad- 


venture woven into the stories will appeal any nor- 
mal, healthy American teen-ager. The information 
gleaned thereby should make their hearts swell with 


pride for their country, and inspire least some 


them follow the footsteps these pioneer humani- 

who are trying spread democracy. 
Sister Emma, SS.C.M., 
Andrean High School, 
Gary, Indiana 

Dolan, Edward 
Green Universe: The Story Alexander 


von Humboldt 
Dodd. Oct. 19,1959. 244p. $3.50. 
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spite small amount undocumented dialogue 
introduced, this largely factual biography the fam- 
ous natural scientist who first set school for miners, 
explored the Orinoco River its juncture with the 
Amazon, corrected the map South America, made 
the highest mountain climb his time, awakened 
anthropologists and archeologists the wealth ma- 
terials found the study ancient Peru, meas- 
ured South American fields force carefully his 
findings led the establishment the first interna- 
tional cooperative society, introduced Peruvian guano 
Europe, forecast the discovery diamonds the 
Urals, published books, and commemorated 
many geographical features and sites named for him, 
including the famous Humboldt Current. his time 
was called “the King Science,” and since then 
many his discoveries have led important advances 
many scientific industrial fields. This account 
his life, while not dramatic, makes interesting reading 
because the subject interesting; his personality comes 
through pioneer, original thinker and dedicated 
scientist. 


Foster, Genevieve 

The World Captain John Smith 
Illustrated the author. Scribner. Nov. 16, 1959. 
inches. 406p. $4.95. 
Like the other “World” books this author, this 
world history limited the lifetime celebrated 
figure, this case the years 1580-1631. “Those 
were the years discovery that broadened man’s 
knowledge the earth and revealed its true place 
among the are told what was happening 
during the four periods (1580-1600, 1600-1607, 1607- 
1620, and 1620-1631) England, France, Spain, the 
Americas, India, Italy, Russia, Sweden, China, Japan, 
and Germany. Since these years covered the rise 
England and the decline Spain, the Reformation, the 
colonizing America, the invention the telescope, 
and many other far-reaching events, the book has tre- 
mendous sweep and scope. Grand opera and painting, 
the King James Bible, parade famous personages 
aptly characterized, political intrigue, fill its pages, all 
synchronized with each other and with the fabulous 
Captain John Smith. the process few individuals 
are vindicated: Catherine Medicis, for example, 
treated much more kindly than most historians de- 
scribe her; and the official position the Church re- 
garding Galileo’s teaching accurately stated. Even 
Cardinal Richelieu’s seige LaRochelle and attack 
upon the French Protestant party are interpreted as, 
not attack upon religion, but defense France 
because the Huguenots defied the king and acted like 
state within state. the other hand, the versions 
the Reformation, the Thirty Years War and certain 
other religious incidents differ considerably from Cath- 
olic writers’ interpretations, and may make the book 
unwelcome Catholic schools for that reason. This 
pity, since the work whole magnificently 
conceived and ably executed. 


Friermood, Elisabeth Allen’s Predicament 
Doubleday. Sept. 17,1959. 238p. $2.95. 


Orphaned 17, Josephine Allen gives the remain- 
ing months her senior year the Academy small 
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midwestern town the early 1900’s, become hired 
girl Mrs. Snow, locally famous owner Orchard 
Farm and equally well known for her sharp tongue. 
Only thus can provide home for ten-year-old Cindy 
Allen. The job hired girl sinecure, and Jo’s 
troubles are not mitigated falling cataclysmically 
love with her employer’s assistant manager, handsome 
Duncan McAllister, whose affections are already be- 
stowed. Rebelling finally against Mrs. Snow’s demands, 
finds employment the unsavory kitchen St. 
Louis hotel, but three months such servitude make 
Orchard Farm seem heaven contrast. Glad 
recalled her erstwhile termagant employer, soon 
discovers that her feeling for the younger, shyer, beauty- 
loving Hugh McAllister the slow blossoming and un- 
folding true love. Things end happily, and credibly 
so, for all. 

Not distinguished style but very sound values, this 
makes wholesome, satisfying reading for the teen-age 
girl. Though bereft, lonely and almost penniless, 
never doubts that her legacy from her minister father 
and her mother rich one—a love nature and 
books, deep trust Providence, disposition count 
one’s blessings rather than one’s misfortunes, heart 
wide open with love and sympathy for others. 

Sister Agnese, S.C.C., 


St. Ann’s Academy, 
Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania 


Holme, Bryan (Compiler) Pictures Live With 
Oct. 1959. 152p., photogs. $4.50. 
Boo 


About 150 reproductions famous pictures, few 
full color and few full-page, are introduced with pre- 
liminary explanation for each group, and description 
explanation for each picture the group. The open- 
ing pages consider art from the point view com- 
munication, and the illustrations range from the Las- 
caux Cave drawings 40,000 years ago, through Chi- 
nese ideographs and modern hobo signs Tom Hardy’s 
1956 “Anteater.” the second chapter traces 
European influences, the rest the material almost 
entirely American, and much related fairly 
popular, well-known pictures sculptures. Here, too, 
there judicious balance between modern and older, 
between photographic and imaginative. The compiler 
tells that “very many young people helped 
the final selection choosing their favorite artists and 
paintings.” The groupings are calculated please 
them: Indians and cowboys and out-of-doors, fur and 
feather, sports and athletics, the machine age, and fan- 
tasy. The result book pore over, return to, treas- 
ure and grow with. Perhaps the editor was wise 
making some his notes “eye-openers,” i.e., descrip- 
tive. More important, seemed this reader, are 
those which analyze art patterns and techniques which 
make the pictures memorable. 


McLean, Allan Campbell Master Morgana 
Harcourt. Oct. 1959. 222p. $3.00. 


Salmon fishing off the coast north-west Scotland pro- 
vides background for this, the author’s second adven- 
ture-mystery story. Its plot concerns young Ruari, 


Best 


seasoned fisherman who meets with mysterious and 
almost fatal accident while working his station 
the Isle Skye. Anxious avenge his brother’s 
fortune and discover the source what seems 
foul play, Niall, younger brother, takes Ruari’s place 
the station, along with three odd characters, 
ding surroundings and strange circumstances. His ad. 
ventures outwitting two the scoundrels and his 
boyish trust the one-legged Long John MacGregor 
who charge the station prove harrowing, 
times perilous and almost disastrous. The 
solved, the culprits trapped, and the master mind 
the plot get rid Ruari revealed, Niall’s satisfaction 
greater than his surprise parting from Long John, 
the Master Morgana, poaching vessel. The story 
has adventure, sustains suspense throughout and gives 
fair picture salmon fishing. will appeal boys 
(12-16) whose judgment will not hindered the 
first-person account and the many Scottish terms 
used throughout. glossary conveniently placed 
the front the book. 

Frances Dowling, 

Dunmore, Senior High School, 

Dunmore, Pennsylvania 


Marie 

Athlete Christ: St. Nicholas Flue, 

1417-1487 
Newman. Nov. 13, 1959. 177p., photogs. $3.25. 
Probably better introduction saint unfamiliar 
most American youth could made than the 
summary: “St. Nicholas was hermit who lived for 
twenty years with nourishment except the Holy 
Eucharist. was householder who, for God, left 
wife, ten children, snug home, and extensive property 
live wilderness; but recluse though became, 
was nonetheless ever tied the affairs men. 
contemplative, traced political paths. layman, 
counselled abbots. never learned write but 
his letters are national legacies. one-time warrior, 
preached everlastingly for peace. was 
practical all things.” She might have added here, 
she does later, that credited with having pre 
served the Swiss Confederation 1481 his sage 
advice the quarreling cantons. Based thorough 
examination primary source materials and upon 
least two visits Switzerland which included 
views with three 20th-century women who have been 
granted miraculous cures through the Saint’s 
sion, the book both convincing and readable. 
spite leisurely pace, interest sustained high 
level throughout, the author proceeds her 
count with simplicity and directness, never failing 
characterize evidence traditional, legendary 
mented, never trying reconcile contradictory 
ments. (Her informal list sources impressive). 
The three chapters describing the 20th-century cures 
are rich human interest and edifying the faith and 
patience revealed. 


Mathews, Mitford American Words 
Illustrated Lorence Bjorklund. World. Oct. 19, 1959 


246p. $3.95. 


Here book for the curious, the lover Americana, 
and the bookworm. The blurb says intended for 
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ages and up, but the intelligent boy girl ten 
will find long desired answers here. the other 
hand, need not limited the young: fathers and 
mothers, uncles and aunts should dip into it, too. For 
nearly 200 words, American origin use, names 
are traced and the circumstances connected with the 
naming narrated. Some are new. (“Cold war” traced 
Swope, New York journalist who coined the 
word 1946.) Some are old, having originated 
England and changed their meaning here, g., “corn.” 
Others entered our language boldly. “Belittle” one 
these. Ridiculed first, gained foothold when 
appeared Webster’s dictionary 1828; was snub- 
bed and relegated the rare words the next edition; 
and almost died out when denounced American 
sholar 1872. is, course, good usage today. 
Not all Americanisms are included, and not every ver- 
sion for these included. Length entry seems 
depend upon the amount story behind the individual 
word. Alphabetically arranged, with index. 
taining and informative. 


Patricia and 
Mary Walfrieda McAssey 
Leslie Takes the Skyroad 


Dodd. Oct. 1959. 242p. $3.00. (Career Book series) 


Two veteran airlines women have collaborated 
this story young girl’s five-and-a-half-weeks’ train- 
ing period swank Stewardess College and her sub- 
sequent year service. The story gives clear idea 
the qualifications demanded airline stewardess, 
the training provided, operational duties while 
actually flying, and flight schedules for neophytes 
and seniors. removes much the glamor surround- 
ing the flying gals. assisting with Leslie Gregg 
her training classes, the reader acquires maximum 
information compatible with story—a brief history 
airlines, the purpose the Federal Aviation Agency 
and Civil Aeronautics Board, the mechanics flight, 
the elements meteorology, and other matters. (And 
girl who has interest flying will probably skim 
over skip altogether.) There is, its proper place, 
the sine qua non romantic interest. the end 
her first year, Leslie has had “some the stardust 
knocked out her eyes”; but her experiences, ranging 
from service ordinary Convair out Nashville 
huge luxury jet plane between New York and 
California, are satisfying. She has likewise learned 
great deal about people and has come long way to- 
ward maturity. good career story, with emphasis 
the word career for high school girls. 


Sister Agnese, S.C.C. 


Adrian 
Librarians Wanted: Careers Library Service 
McKay. Oct. 1959. 276p. $3.50. 
former special-librarian and current writer career 
for young people has done remarkable job 
the potentialities librarianship and the varie- 
library work available today. Following 
analysis library jobs, professional 
from director lowliest kitchen assistant, 
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examines the kinds libraries the United States 
(public, regional, school, college, government, business, 
technical, medical, association, and other special li- 
braries), stopping over each type identify examples 
various sizes, location, service specialties, and quote 
from interviews with personnel. each the sections 
dealing with special kinds library service apt 
list advantages and disadvantages the work and 
indicate the person association from whom the inter- 
ested reader can obtain further information. the 
final section choice librarianship career, 
reminds his readers that there are many jobs which 
require neither nor library degree, mentions 
aptitudes and opportunities, recommends part-time 
work library during high school and/or college, 
cites sources for information about scholarships, lists 
ALA-accredited library schools, tells how find job 
and describes library associations. The whole ex-- 
cellent, carefully documented overview American 
librarianship. While probably containing more than 
the ordinary adolescent wants know, (it question- 
able, for instance, whether cares about “Publications 
the guidance teacher, and seiected chapters should 
great deal dispel misconceptions presently held 
young people. certainly the best account have 
had date. 


Ritchie, Rita The Enemy the Gate 
Dutton. Sept. 30,1959. 250p. $3.50. 


the fall 1529. The Turks are over-running the 
Danube River valley. Young Michael Laszlo, appren- 
ticed Viennese gunsmith, concerned about his 
mother, his father, and his younger brother Hun- 
gary. attempt reach his family, caught, 
escapes, labeled traitor, and forced into hiding. 
second attempt leads struggle for his life the 
icy waters the Danube. Adventure, mystery, and 
heroism dot every chapter this fascinating tale. The 
clearly detailed descriptions attacks 
hold one breathless. The intricacies the wheellock 
and matchlock guns and their manufacture are lucidly 
explained. Interest thus aroused the troublous 16th 
century, the mode and manner fighting, customs, 
costume, and life, the kinds arms and armor can 
further extended any one the several excellent 
titles the bibliography which closes the book. Teen- 
age boys today whose minds are filled with present- 
day aircraft and space missiles will welcome this down- 
to-earth story very important historical event. 


Sister Emma, SS.C.M. 


Savage, Katharine 

People and Power: The Story Three Nations 
Walck. Nov. 250p. maps, photogs. $4.00. 
The author the clean-cut, selective Story the 
Second World War (Best Sellers, February 15, 1959) 
here traces the histories Russia, Germany and Japan 
from their earliest days the present, the belief that 
our young people must understand two the peoples 
who recently disrupted the world and the third which 
presently threatening so. Though she expresses 
admiration for the common folk all three nations, 
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her recital largely one political and military events, 
necessarily sketched rapidly and perhaps oversimpli- 
fied. This does not seem add much books 
already have these nations and many cases re- 
peats the traditional English point view. Religious 
controversy and its political effects inevitably enter the 
narrative and here one wishes there might have been 
little more sympathtic understanding the Catholic 
Church and its workers, Jesuits particularly. The old 
charge the latters’ spying people and their 
“new and passionate support” the Inquisition re- 
peated, and even St. Francis Xavier and his associates 
not escape suspicion ulterior motives Christian- 
izing Japan. (“There doubt that the Jesuits 
that day, devout Christians they were, also had the 
business interests their country (i.e. Spain) 
heart.”) least one minor error which escaped the 
editor’s blue pencil would quickly seized upon 
youthful readers: “In 1958 Krushchev announced that 
Soviet scientists had successfully fired the first inter- 
continental missile, shortly followed the first earth 
satellite—the Sputnik.” This reader wished, well, 
that the author had developed more plainly the power 
thesis implicit the title. 


Rosemary 
Illustrated Charles Keeping. 
252p. $3.50. 

When the last the Roman Auxiliaries shipped from 
Rutupiae fortress Britain, young Celtic-Roman offi- 
cer named Aquila deserted, preferring remain with 
his own people the coming conflict with Saxon in- 
vaders. defiance the approaching darkness 
lit for the last time the great beacon light the harbor. 
The Sea Wolves struck quickly. blind father 
was killed, his sister carried off, and himself enslaved 
Jutes. But his thirst for vengeance turned bitter 
when, after escaping his owners three years later, 
found his sister married her captor and bound 
him their son. Neither Brother Ninnian’s forbear- 
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The Lantern Bearers 
Walck. Sept. 23, 1959. 


ance, nor long years hard service under the banner 
Ambrosius, Prince Britain, nor accommodating 
marriage Celtic chieftain’s understanding daughter 
—not even the great victory which brought truce with 
the Saxons—assuaged that bitterness. Peace returned 
him only when was able rescue his 
grown son, terribly wounded and danger from British 
daggers after battle, and send him back her; 
Ambrosius and his court what had done; and see 
his own son, whom feared alienated from him, step 
quickly and proudly his side. The slight plot sub 
sidiary the picture dying way life, the end 
good period and prelude the Dark Ages. 
poignant picture and yet inspiring one men 
cated almost hopeless cause. always the 
case this skilled writer, the characters are sketched 
with sure, strong strokes and the motives which impel 
them are universal. Readers who have struggled over 
Caesar’s forces Britain should have sufficient 
ground for this closely written, stirring tale 
fastness and courage. 


Woodward, Helen General Billy Mitchell 
Duell. 181p. $3.50. 


The son Senator who was veteran the Civil 
War and banker, Billy Mitchell had brilliant future 
ahead. But before could graduate from college, the 
Spanish-American War broke out and Billy could not 
wait enlist. the army, led the most colorful, 
exciting, adventurous time his life. later years 
became outstanding advocate air power. His 
enthusiasm led objections and rejections, 
sies, even court-martial the offing, from the con 
servative brass. Only after his death did General 
Billy Mitchell and the air force come into their own. 


Ably retold Helen Woodward story-biography 


for younger readers, from Don Levine’s documented 
biography, Mitchell: Pioneer Airpower. 


Sister Emma, SS.C.M. 
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